
I am disturbed by Sinclair Broadcasting's decision to  
force their stations to air an anti-Kerry documentary  
days before the presidential election.  This is a bald- 
faced attempt to influence the election and is a clear  
example of the dangers of media consolidation. 
 
Sinclair plans to air the one and one half hour  
documentary during prime time without interruption  
or commercial sponsorship.  Yet they have made no  
offer to provide equal time for Senator John Kerry to  
rebut the allegations in this piece of political  
propaganda.   
 
The airwaves are public and Sinclair is licensed  
stations to serve the public's interest.  They have  
grossly abrogated their trust with the American  
public by planning to air this one-sided political  
screed.   Their motives are clear however.  As noted  
in a recent USA Today article, Sinclair is financially  
troubled.  If a Republican administration is re- 
elected, further de-regulation of the airwaves would  
allow Sinclair to own more than one station in the  
same market, allowing them to reduce news and  
administrative costs while increasing income from  
advertising revenue.  A defeat of Senator John Kerry  
might help their troubled bottom line.  Thus though  
the airing of "Stolen Honor" doen't serve the public's  
interest it certainly serves their interest. 
 
When large companies control the airwaves, we get  
more of what's good for their bottom line and less of  
what we need for democracy.  
 
Sinclair's actions show why we need to strengthen  
media ownership rules, not weaken them.  Thank  
you. 


